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THE 

ANGLER'S  PEOGRESS.       : 


I. 

When  I  was  a  mere  school-boy, 

(ere  yet  Fd  learn'd  my  book), 
I  felt  an  itch  for  Angling 

in  every  little  brook  ; 
An  osier  rod,  some  thread  for  line, 

a  crooked  pin  for  hook, 
And  thus  equip'd,  I  angled 

in  every  little  brook  ; 
Where  Prickle-backs  and  j\Iinnows, 

each  d:iy  I  caught  in  store. 
With  Stone-loaches  and  Millcr's-thumbs — 

those  brooks  afford  no  more  : 
And  thus  the  little  Angler, 

with  crooked  pin  for  hook, 
Would  shun  each  noisy  wrangler, 

to  lish  the  niurin'riii'^  brnok. 


II. 

Then  next  I  bought  some  farthing  hooks, 

and  eke  a  liorsc-hair  line  ; 
An  hazlc  rod,  with  Avlialc-bone  top, 

my  pkiy-matcs  to  outshine  ; 
AVith  which  I  soon  aspired 

to  angle  with  a  float. 
And  where  I  could  not  fish  from  shore, 

I  angled  from  a  boat ; 
Then  Roach  and  Dace,  and  Ulcak  I  took, 

and  Gudgeons  without  end, 
And  now  and  then  a  I'earch  I"d  hook, 

M'hich  made  my  rod  to  bend  : 
And  thus  the  little  Aiigler, 

])leas"d  with  his  line  and  hook. 
AVould  shun  each  noisv  wrangler, 

To  iish  the  murm"ring  brook. 
III. 
Bream,  (hub,  and  Harbil,  next  I  sought. 

their  various  liaunts  I  try"d, 


With  scower'd  worms,  greaves,  cheese,  andpaste, 

and  various  baits  beside  ; 
With  liooks  of  K'trbij-hoit  well  chose, 

and  gut  tliat"s  round  and  fine, 
So  by  gradations  thus  I  rose 

til  fish  -svith  running  line; 
A  nuilti])lving  winch  I  bought, 

wherewith  my  skill  to  try. 
And  so  expert  myself  1  thought, 

few  with  me  now  could  vie: 
And  thus  the  bttle  Angler, 

with  rod,  and  line,  and  hook, 
AV'ould  shun  each  noisy  wrangler, 

to  fish  tlic  murm'riiig  l)r(Jok. 
I\  . 
My  mind  on  Trolliiig  now  intent, 

with  live  and  dead  snap-hook  ; 
I  seldom  to  the  rivers  went, 

but  I 'ike  or  Jack  I  took  ; 


Near  banks  of  bull-rush,  sedge,  and  reed ; 

(a  dark  and  windy  day  :) 
And  if  the  Pike  were  on  their  feed, 

I  rarely  miss'd  my  prey. 
If  baits  are  fresh,  and  proper  size, 

no  matter  what's  the  sort, 
At  Gudgeons,  Roach,  or  Dace  they'll  rise ; 

with  all  by  turns  I've  sport. 
So  now  a  dext'rous  Angler, 

with  rod,  and  line,  and  hook, 
I  shun'd  each  noisy  wrangler, 

to  fish  the  murm'ring  brook. 
V. 
And  now  to  cast  a  fly-line  well, 

became  my  chiefest  wish ; 
I  strove  each  sportsman  to  excel, 

and  cheat  the  nimble  fish  ; 
Now  Trout  and  Grayling  I  could  kill, 

if  gloomy  was  the  day. 


And  Salmon  also,  at  my  will, 

became  an  easy  prey  ; 
Now  flies  and  palmers  I  coidd  dress, 

aquaric  insects  too, 
And  all  their  various  seasons  guess, 

their  uses  well  I  knew  : 
So  now  a  dext'rous  Angler, 

with  line,  and  rod,  and  hook, 
I  shun'd  each  noisy  wrangler, 

to  fish  the  murmuring  brook. 
VI. 
So  now  to  close  this  charming  scene, 

which  none  but  sportsmen  feel, 

Be  sure  you  keep  the  Golden  Mean, 

nor  arm  your  hearts  with  steel : 

f 
The  fish  with  moderation  take, 

and  to  the  F.vnt  de  kin'd  ; 

And  ne'er  with  them  your  promise  break, 

but  virtue  keep  in  mind  : 
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